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602 Notes and Suggestions 

rate franchisal court, it was a simple matter to do the business of 
the franchise in connection with a domanial court. There is still 
another principle of the time which must enter into the account. 
While a freeman, common or military, might legally object to having 
his cases, except purely domanial questions, decided by serfs, the 
serf could not object to the decision of his cases by freemen. It 
was easy and correct to use the baronial court as a court for re- 
served cases from the domanial court, though the evidence that this 
was actually done is very slight. It was easy to use a court baron 
to do the business of a domanial court, but on the contrary a court 
baron could not be held without some free tenants: the domanial 
court could hot do the business of the baronial. 

What I venture to suggest is that the work of investigation in 
this subject will proceed most fruitfully if it be used to test in 
detail some such theoretical reconstruction as I have attempted 
above. It is for the purpose of such investigation that it is sub- 
mitted. In following it as a working scheme, I believe that a part 
of the confusion, that part at least which is subjective, ought to 
disappear. It is almost always possible to tell without much diffi- 
culty to what jurisdiction the' business before the court belongs. It 
it not always possible to tell exactly what court is acting. The facts 
as they appear in the rolls seem to imply that the actors were not 
always careful to see that a change of court in form accompanied 
a change of business. Usually there was no reason why they should 
be careful. When there was something at stake, sometimes at 
least they were careful. There is, however, this much confusion 
about the facts which probably can never be removed, but there is 
no reason why we should submit to unnecessary confusion about 
things that were no doubt extremely simple to contemporaries. 

George Burton Adams. 

Some Sources for tracing Joint Resolutions of Congress 

The best place to find action on resolutions is the official jour- 
nals of the two houses, rather than the Globe or the Record. 

Simple resolutions adopted by the two houses up to August 31, 
1842, are printed in the last volume of the congressional documents 
set for each session. They will also be found in the journals of 
the two houses. 

The text of bills and joint and other resolutions, as introduced 
into Congress, can, as a rule, be found only in the files of bills and 
resolutions kept in the Senate Document Room at the Capitol and in 
the Library of Congress. The Library of Congress file begins with 



Learned : The Thompson Readership 603 

the first Congress and, while incomplete, is a fairly good file for the 
first fourteen Congresses; from the fifteenth Congress up to about 
1875, tne Library of Congress file is in good shape; from 1875 to 
1900 there is a gap, while from 1900 to date the file is complete. 
The Senate Document Room file is supposed to be complete from 
about 1830 to date. These two collections are the only sources 
from which the text of all the bills and resolutions as introduced can 
be found. 

While the Statutes at Large contain the text of all the joint reso- 
lutions adopted by Congress, it seems that the index at the end of 
each volume either does not, or does not always, cover the joint 
resolutions. For the period 1789 to 1851 the joint resolutions are 
indexed in the Synoptical Index to the Laws and Treaties of the 
United States of America from March 4, 1789, to March 3, 1851, 
prepared under the direction of the Secretary of the Senate (Bos- 
ton, Little and Brown, 1852). At the period of 1864, for instance, 
the index of the Statutes at Large does not include the public reso- 
lutions. Recently, however, they have been included in the indexes 
and these may now be depended on to cover the resolutions. 

No special compilation of joint resolutions could be found in the 
Library of Congress law collection; the law editor of the Depart- 
ment of State reports that he knows of none. 

A digest of the opinions of the members of the House and of the 
Senate as to the advantages and disadvantages of the use of the 
joint resolution in legislation, will be found in Hinds's Precedents, 
principally in volume IV. 

A. good account of the publications containing the laws of the 
United States will be found in the Checklist of United States Public 
Documents, 1789-1909, third edition, revised and enlarged, compiled 
under the direction of the Superintendent of Documents (Washing- 
ton, Government Printing Office, 191 1) ; see volume I., pages 954 ff. 

Henry J. Harris. 

The Thompson Readership : A Forgotten Episode of Academic 

History 1 

Professor Goldwin Smith, it may be recalled, visited the 
United States for the first time in the latter part of 1864. Landing 
at Boston on September 2, he was soon to hear the news of the fall 
of Atlanta. Travelling west as far as Illinois, he visited later both 

1 [Interest in Dr. Learned's note will be heightened if the reader's attention 
is called to the announcement on page 713, below, respecting the lectures to be 
given in British universities during the present spring by Professor McLaughlin. 
Ed.] 



